 Your Mental Attitude-

A Straight Line


The ancient Hitites, a stable and flourishing race of soldier-farmers living in the hilly land of Asia Minor las what is now the country of Turkey, had a ceremony for each young man starting out in military service. He was shown the treasure room of the king, in the midst of which was sitting the most beautiful girl in the country. When asked whether he thought that the room contained the most desirable things in the world, the warrior-to-be usually replied.  He was then sternly told that the crown iewel of the world was not in there—but in his being honest with himself and others. He received the final advice that if he were honest he could “walk a straight line over mountains.”


Men of all ages and all walks of life have realized that honesty is the best policy. It is beyond temptation . . . It is the ability to see and understand the alluring by-paths and still stick to the straight line. Honesty is what makes us the master of procrastination 

“Socrates, being asked the way to honest fame, said, “Study to be what you wish to seem.”

and selfishness. It is the mirror we hold up to our conscience.


Honesty is saying what we mean and mean​ing what we say . . . Many important bargains, involving large sums of money, have been made by business tycoons in our country simp​ly on a handshake . . . Our word is truly our bond.


Successful people learn to be honest—not from fear of being caught in dishonesty, but from a knowledge of fairness and consideration. We need to BE upright, not KEPT upright.
We learn in life that honesty begins with ourselves. Our obligations to our job, our fam​ily, and our community are just as real as our monthly house payment. When we are honest with ourselves, we will be honest with others. When our attitudes are in a straight line, we are sure to avoid the crooked path.
