Your Mental Attitude-

Cynicism

    A whole library could be filled with books and articles on communism, pro and con.  But the underlying basis of communism can be summed up in one sentence – it assumes that the world is a dog-eat-dog jungle of money-hungry, power-hungry exploiters who have a price for everything and a value for nothing.  It is a system founded on CYNICISM . . .

    Other people besides the communists, unfortunately, are cynics in varying degrees.  When we look into their negative attitudes about life and people, we find ENVY near the top of the list.  Those who have not succeeded, because of their own shortcomings, are the first to resent the success of others.  They don’t stop to consider that the very person whose success they resent and envy probably got where he is because of hard work, willingness to learn, loyalty and perseverance.  “No tyrant ever invented a greater torment than envy,” said Horace . . .

    Some people excuse their own failures by such self-soothing attitudes as “nobody ever gave me anything” or “everything is a racket,” or “he must have something up his sleeve.”  If nobody ever gave that particular cynic 

“Don’t waste yourself in rejection, nor bark against the bad, but chant the beauty of the good.”
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anything it was probably because he never gave anything of himself.  Were the scientists who gave penicillin to humanity or the men who landed on the beaches at Normandy racketeers?  What the successful man has up his sleeve is probably nothing.  He most likely rolled them up and went to work.  Those who persist in these “sour grapes” attitudes will find that the taste of the grapes gets 

progressively worse in the long, cold, lonely night of cynicism. . .

    The degree to which a person is cynical reflects the degree of his DISLIKE FOR HIMSELF.  “The cure for cynicism is to learn to like yourself,” says John Steinbeck, the noted American novelist.  When you learn to believe in yourself and your motives, you will be released from your private prison of self-contempt and sarcasm.  And it will be surprising what kind of world will unfold itself to you . . .

    Everything DOES have a price.  The cynic pays in HIS coin of the realm – envy, sour grapes, self-contempt, and failure as a human being.  Don’t you agree that you could never afford to pay THAT price?

