 Your Mental Attitude-

Excuses

After Napoleon had defeated the com​bined armies against him at Austerlitz, one of the famous battles of the world, the defeated generals sat down to discuss the situation. The Russian general blamed the loss on the weather. The German attribut​ed it to a complicated error in logistics. The Italian said it was caused by poor equipment furnished by the others. The Austrian general astonished his associates by saying: “Gentlemen, before you is the unfortunate General Mack. We were out​fought, out-thought, and outmaneuvered. We deserved our defeat.“

Needless to say, General Mack was the only honest man in the group. He offered no EXCUSES. All of us make mistakes and lose “little battles” in the daily round of life. The tendency to offer excuses is almost irresistible. It is easier to blame someone or something else. The excuse makers are invariably those who have the negative 

attitude of letting someone else do the job or take the responsibility. They are the “always tomorrow” people. EV​ERY job, no matter how ordinary, has responsibility. And every responsibility has an obligation.

What we need to do is to admit our mistakes to ourselves and others — and then to try a little harder and to learn from what has happened. There is no shame in an honest mistake — only in ex​cuses. “When I make a mistake, it’s a beaut; but I never make the same mistake twice,” said Fiorello LaGuardia, the color​ful mayor of New York in the 193 0’s.

Disaster does not come from making mistakes or from setbacks — but only from our attitudes toward them. “It was my fault” and “I will try again” are two of the most important phrases in the Eng​lish language.

“In the long run, it is impossible for a man to be cheated by anyone but himself.”




    Ralph Waldo Emerson

