 Your Mental Attitude-

Faith


A thousand years ago England was re​duced to a very low ebb in history by the raids of the Vikings. King Alfred the Great and a few of his faithful followers were forced to hide in the swamps of Western England. After a while the fol​lowers grew weary and urged the king to make the best terms he could with the invaders. Alfred is reported to have re​plied: “We have lost our land, our pos​sessions, and our arms. But we STILL HAVE OUR FAITH.” Little by little, Alfred forced the Vikings back and ulti​mately made a treaty with them on his terms.

Faith has been described as the one great moving force among people. It is astonish​ing when we stop to think how many things in our daily life we take on faith. Otherwise, we wouldn’t eat, or walk across the street, or enter into any kind of a

bargain. Josh Billings, The American

humorist, says: “If it wasn’t for faith, there would be no living in this world.” Business is founded on faith. Bargains are made “in good faith.” Our relations with our employer and those around us are founded on faith .

Faith is giving the other fellow the benefit of the doubt. Although “there is faith in honest doubt,” as Tennyson said, there is even greater faith in intelligently attributing positive motives to others. Faith is also imagination — a belief that dreams can become reality with unselfish devotion, perseverance, and enthusiasm.

Faith is not overconfidence. It is not blind trust or the wishful thinking that somehow everything will turn out all right. It is quiet belief in ourselves and our goals and the certainty that patience and effort will lead us to them.

“I take no notice of the thousand slanders against me, but leave it to the good sense of the American people to find their way to the truth.”




          Thomas Jefferson

