 Your Mental Attitude-

Hot Water


There is a famous short story by Ring Lardner, the American humorist, about a base​ball player whom his team-mates nicknamed “Alibi Ike.” Every time he struck out at bat or made an error in fielding his position, Alibi Ike would invent the most amazing excuses. His team-mates were kept entertained by spec​ulating about what his next excuse would be. And Ike believed his alibis with all his heart and soul. The humorous twist to this story is that he was a really good ballplayer and did very well—but he could not stand to have anyone think that he was short of perfect.

All of us know the excuse makers in life. When a mistake is made, their usual reaction is “I didn’t know” or “I never thought about it” or “I didn’t mean to” or “That’s not my job” or “I mean to do it” or “I couldn’t do it” or the outright dishonesty of “I didn’t do it.

These excuse makers, who are always get​ting into hot water, are usually the 

people with the negative attitudes of letting someone else do the job—they are the procrastinators who are talking or daydreaming when they should be listening — they are the wishful thinkers of life .


We can stay out of hot water if we keep a cool and attentive head and do today’s tasks today . . . “Every task, however humble, has a responsibility; and every responsibility has an obligation” said John D. Rockefeller, the famous industrialist. Almost everything we do in life involves responsibility—and the possi​bility of making mistakes. The person with positive attitudes admits his honest mistakes, learns from experience, and goes on from there.
Ralph Waldo Emerson, the great American thinker, said that the word “impossible” was the most abused in our language. He might have added that “It can’t be done” (and the excuses that go with this attitude) is the most abused phrase.

He that is good for making excuses, is seldom good for anything else.



Franklin

