 Your Mental Attitude-

Humility

The great Greek philosopher - scientist Thales was the first man to correctly pre​dict an eclipse of the sun — and the rea​sons for it. But when a visitor came to his house, the servant was dismissed and Thales served the guest himself — “So that we can talk better and so that I will not de​velop too exalted a sense of my own im​portance,” he would say.

Humility, sometimes called the jewel of virtues, is consideration for others and their dignity as human beings. It is the knowledge that someone will come along some day and do the same thing better. It is the willingness to learn and the abil​ity to listen. It is the knowledge that what​ever is good is good in itself. Man’s deeds are his best trumpet .

We all disapprove of the braggart. We know he is too full of his own self im-​

portance. In one of Aesop’s fables, two flies are talking. One says to the other:  “I spent the morning on the wheel of a chariot — and what a dust I raised.” We can all laugh at Charles Lamb’s quip that nothing gave him greater pleasure than to do a good deed in secret and have it found out by accident. But the braggart reveals his un-sureness of himself and his goals. “Boastful men are the scorn of wis​er sorts, the admiration of fools, the idols of parasites, and the slaves of their own vanity,” said the English essayist, Ba​con.

True humility does not involve making a “doormat” out of ourselves. To balance a sense of our own worth with the rights and feelings of others results in true hu​mility.

“When some men discharge an obligation you can hear the report for miles around.”





Mark Twain

