Your Mental Attitude-

Muddy Water


On their cattle drives in the old West, every cowboy had several horses—each for a special​ized purpose. One of the most prized posses​sions was the swimming horse, which was used when the cowboy herded the cattle across the streams or at watering places. The horse (as well as the cowboy) had to be alert, sure-footed, and not easily excited—one careless mistake might cause the cattle to panic and the cowboy and the horse to drown. If the horse and the rider were not really on their toes, they could muddy up the water — in more ways than one.


All of us know the trouble that can be caused when we muddy the clear waters of human relationships and activities through carelessness. Something left lying around that causes an accident; someone who fails to pick it up because he has the attitude: “That’s not my job;” someone who makes a careless mistake because he either does not listen carefully to instructions or does not follow them because his mind is not on his job—all these and other negative

“He that thinks he can afford to be negligent, is not far from being poor.” 



Johnson

approaches to daily life are causes of carelessness. Persons with this attitude couldn’t CARE LESS.


Carelessness is a thief—for when we make a careless mistake we are not only stealing time from our next task but the chances are that someone else will have to spend time remedying our mistake. If another person wrote a check on our bank account, we would report it to the police—but we all know the person who thinks nothing of stealing from others through his careless disregard of the other fel​low’s time and plans and workmanship…Not too long ago one of our satellite launchings had to be postponed, after the expenditure of several million dollars, because of the careless workmanship in a part costing less than ten dollars.



To be careful is to be FULL OF CARE for what you are doing at the moment—it is the concentration and thoughtfulness which make the river of life flow clear and smooth like a mountain stream.
