 Your Mental Attitude-

Prudence

Prudence is a strict conformity to the rules of reason, truth and decency at all times and in all circumstances. It differs from wisdom only in degree; wisdom being nothing but a more consummate habit of Prudence; and Prudence a lower degree or weaker habit of wisdom.


Men who portray common sense often learn from their enemies. Prudence is always their best safeguard. You cannot learn this principle from a friend, but an enemy extorts it imme​diately.


It is from their enemies, not their friends, that nations learn the lesson of building ade​quate military or invasion defenses. And this lesson helps to insure the security of families, homes and properties.


Benjamin Franklin left behind him more maxims than any American before or since his time, and Prudence is the pivot on which they all revolve.


The art of discretion can be one of your most valuable servants in all of your laudable undertakings. The man who is a master of tact never finds himself suffering the torment of embarrassing situations. His actions will be prompted from a wise head rather than from an overly tender heart.


If you will grant Prudence permission to attend your pleasures, you will find a way to enjoy the full sweetness of them, and never have cause to fear the consequences.


From the pen of a very learned man we have: “Prudence is a duty which we owe our​selves, and if we will be so much our own enemies as to neglect it, we are not to wonder if the world is deficient in discharging its duty to us; for when a man lays the founda​tion of his own ruin, others too often are apt to build upon it.”


The most precious talents of the mind are Prudence, temperance and fortitude. Prudence being a universal virtue, which enters into and dominates the structure of all the rest; and where Prudence is absent, fortitude and tem​perance lose both their name and nature.


Though you may possess perfection in many things and yet lack the power of discretion, your chances for real success will be greatly diminished. Yet if you possess but meager per​fection in these channels but do possess this single talent of discretion, you are far better equipped to accomplish all that you desire.



Prudence can be summed up as meaning that Discretion OVER Valor will pay the richest rewards.

“The bounds of man’s knowledge are easily concealed if he has but prudence.”

     Goldsmith

