 Your Mental Attitude-

The Prodigal Son


In the last days of the Old West, when the prairies were filling up with settlers, hunters slaughtered thousands of buffalo merely for sport. To the Indians, who make it a practice never to kill an animal unless food or skins were needed, this useless “sport” was terrible waste .


To many foreigners Americans are a race of prodigal sons in a land of abundance — we are the most wasteful people in the world. Much wastefulness comes from simply being thoughtless — we do not buy the material on the job or we think that our natural resources are inexhaustible.


But the worst waste in the world is to squander our time and opportunities. Every day brings many chances to do a kindness, to use common-sense friendliness in our dealings with others, to build our stepping 

stones of opportunity through positive attitudes and clear goals.


We can avoid becoming a prodigal son by not wasting our time in the negative attitudes of envy or complaining or wishful thinking or “goofing off” ... Failure in life is caused by wasted time and opportunity. And it is true that we do not miss the water ‘til the well runs dry.


If we are thrifty with ourselves in the use of our time, our energy, and our skills, we can have abundance of all kinds in our lives. The offspring of positive attitudes is not a prodigal son, but an evergrowing fellow called success.

A European was being interviewed after touring the United States.  He had seen our skyscrapers, factories and natural wonders.  But when asked what had impressed him most, he said, “The size of our garbag cans!”

