 Your Mental Attitude-

The Other Fellow


Probably one of the reasons that the story of the American cowboy has impressed itself deeply on the imagination of so many Ameri​cans is that we unconsciously admire his in​dependence. And much of that independence came from the fact that he acquired a high sense of responsibility by working as part of a closely knit team . . . A typical cattle drive would take him fifteen hundred miles through wild country with animals that were easily excited and often hard to control. Each man had his important responsibilities — and the failure to do even one small task might mean disaster for both men and animals . . . And there were no bells (except for eating) to tell him that it was time to quit or time for a coffee break—there was no supervisor to make sure he stayed awake on his night watch —there were no drug stores or soft drink machines or doctors or replacement warehouses or motels—and no other fellow to pass the buck to.



The mere face that we are a part of 

this world means that we have responsibilities of all kinds. And we soon learn that success does not come from going our own selfish way and expecting the other fellow to do what we should have done and did not do. We all know the fellow who plans his pleasures and then tries to fit his responsibilities in with them. He lives in his own narrow world — and at the slightest threat of responsibility will say:  “That’s not my job” or “I’m not supposed to do that” or “I didn’t see that” or some similar negative remark.



Responsibility is alertness and concentration—it is cooperation and the willingness to carry out a task to its completion—no matter how small or large it may be.

Responsibility begins with self - discipline. When we know where we are going in life and accept the responsibility to realize our aims, we are already on the road to success. The other fellow is YOU.

“Responsibility educates.” 

Wendell Phillips

