 Your Mental Attitude-

The Second…

…TIME AROUND


The late, colorful, long-time mayor of New York City, Fiorello LaGuardia, was fond of telling friends: “When I make a mistake, it’s a beaut — but I don’t make the same mistake the second time around.”... A famous mathema​tician spent weeks trying to find an error in a very involved calculation. He found his mis​take — in simple algebra. Thousands of mis​takes were made by skilled scientists before the polio vaccine was perfected.



All of us have the common human tendency to make mistakes — big and little, important and trivial, day in and day out... Unlike the scientist or mathematician, however, personal mistakes cannot be remedied in the laboratory— they usually have immediate consequences for those with whom we come in contact in our daily working and living... And most of our mistakes are avoidable — especially the second time around.



An important cause of mistakes is 

“Some of the best lessons we ever learn we learn from our mistakes and failures.  The error of the past is the wisdom and success of the future.”
Tryon Edwards

carelessness—bringing needless delay and irritation into the lives of others. We are either daydreaming or failing to concentrate or letting some alleged wrong interfere with our ability to concen​trate. And so, because of our negative attitudes, we say or do the wrong thing at the wrong time—we talk when we should be listening— we make a tactless reply—we don’t stop to think.



Success comes from making the fewest mis​takes the least number of times. Nothing worthwhile was ever accomplished without some degree of trial and error—and much of the progress in the world has come from the efforts of people who were willing to admit their mistakes and profit from them. “Give me a fruitful error any time, full of seeds and bursting with its own corrections,” said Kep​ler, the famous astronomer.



Alertness — concentration — imagination —thoroughness—willingness to learn—these are the positive attitudes that enable us to make fewer mistakes the second time around.

