 Your Mental Attitude-

Vanity


Vanity is indeed the weakness of the overly-ambitious individual, which exposes him to the secret ridicule and scorn of those he endeavors to impress, and thereby ruins the character he is so industriously trying to build.


One very successful business leader who worked his way up from an original beginning as apprentice carpenter to president of his organization, has this to say of Vanity: “The general cry is against ingratitude, but the com​plaint is misplaced, it should be against Vanity, none but direct villains ate capable of wilful ingratitude; but almost everybody is capable of thinking he has done more than another deserves, while the other thinks he has received less than he deserves.”


Pride and Vanity are too often spoken of side by side, and many believe that they are merely different blends of the same emotion or feeling. Yet, so far are they from being “blood brothers” they can hardly find room in the same heart.


A proud man will not stoop to be vain; a vain man is so engrossed in bowing and wriggling to attract praise from others, that he can never lift up his head in pride.


When YOU have completed a true or perfect piece of work, regardless of what it may be, whether painting, writing, tightening a bolt on a piece of machinery, 

getting the signature on the dotted line . . . whatever it may be, you are entitled to justified pride in the fine craftsman​ship your personal efforts have accomplished.


This is the well-earned pride that builds men and nations into substantial leaders. It is the brand of pride that looms up as the basis of all true courage.


Vanity, however, causes us to magnify our merits or abilities, overrate our family back​ground or connections, attempt a vulgar display of material possessions, handle the truth reck​lessly and at last, it makes us appear ridiculous in the eyes of others.


Assuredly then, if you permit yourself to become a slave to Vanity, you can look forward to losing rather than winning friends.

YOUR greatest rewards will stem from a genuine desire to do your very best at anything you attempt and upon successful completion of that job, accept the plaudits with the humble brand of gratitude of which great people are made and leave Vanity to the Peacock or Fool.

“Every occasion will catch the sense of the vain man, and with that bridle and saddle  you may ride him.”




             Sir Philip Sidney

